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The presentation will reveal how drug companies are helping to construct the basic scientific building blocks of the new condition called ‘female sexual dysfunction’- claimed to affect 43 percent of women. 

Research for Ray Moynihan’s and Barbara Mintzes’ new book Sex, Lies and Pharmaceuticals has revealed that prevalence surveys, measurement instruments, and even diagnostic tools are no longer simply sponsored by pharmaceutical companies– they are in some cases actively being conducted and constructed by the employees of corporations seeking to maximise markets for medicines.  Notwithstanding legitimate sexual difficulties, the notion of widespread ‘unmet need’ for new sex drugs is essentially being manufactured. Female sexual dysfunction is just one of several case studies of the public health problem of selling sickness, or disease-mongering, whereby the boundaries of treatable illness are being inexorably widened. 
As the issue of greater independence between the pharmaceutical industry and the health professions attracts more attention globally, this presentation will ask whether there are healthier ways to define and generate the science of sickness, and whether a broader group of social actors might start taking an interest in where we set the boundaries of human illness. 
Ray Moynihan is an award-winning investigative journalist with an international reputation. Ray writes regularly for the British Medical Journal and is a conjoint lecturer at the University of Newcastle, in Australia. His 2005 book Selling Sickness was described in the New York Times as a “compelling case”, and has been translated into 12 languages, including Spanish: Medicamentos que nos enferman Contrapunto, Terapias Verdes, Barcelona, 2006. His new book, Sex, Lies & Pharmaceuticals is being released globally in late 2010. More on Ray at, www.raymoynihan.net and for more on his latest book:  www.dmpibooks.com/book/sex-lies-and-pharmaceuticals
